sSToveaT AFRes
August 20€3 » Vo.. 30, No. B

=
f



Final Salute

Where to begin? What to say? These are the questions that have been
going through my mind over the last couple of days. For many of you thismay
seem odd for me since | usually have
something to say. Yet, how do you sum up 4-
plusyears?

Let me start by saying it has been one
heck of aride over the last couple of years.
Whilemost organi zations|ook towards
inspections asthe greatest organi zational
challenge, youtook everyonein stride on your
way to proving we can win on the road and
no one beats us a home! Your accomplish-
ments are just to many to list. Your perfor-
manceisatributeto your ethic, dedication,
endurance, professionalism and pride.

L et me continue by saying thanksto all
“Patriot Wing” membersfor taking meinand
making me one of your own. It's never easy moving into acommunity asa
stranger, let aone being the leader. You were accepting and patient and | have
learned much from al of you. | need to thank our Massachusetts congres-
sional team for their support, the many state
elected officials, our local community leaders,
Mayor Kos and the members of the Galaxy
Community Council, theUSO and all thevolun-
teers, you made a great difference. | want to
thank our leadership team, you commanders and first sergeants, you carry the
ultimate responsibility for ensuring your peoplearetrained and cared for. You
do your job well. To all the staff agencies, thanks for your often behind the
sceneswork that makes the mission possible. My thanks to the best command
section staff ever assembled. Their focus has always been on the installation’s
people. Most importantly, my warmest thanks go to each airman in thewing.
You are the sole reason we are as successful as we have been. Westover
would be nothing without your tireless efforts. Whether herein Chicopee or on
theroad at any world address, you demonstrate what being a Patriot Wing
member isall abouit.

AsMary Jo, |, and the boys move south | want you to know that you are a
part of me. | am a better leader and person for having been with you these
four years. | wish you continued success and THANKS FOR ALL YOU DO!
M3
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Awards board announces
quarterly recipients

Westover’s Quarterly Awards Board
sdected the following third quarter award
winners for the fiscal 2003.

Airman:

S'A. NikolausJ. Schmitter, 430AMXS

NCO:

TSgt. Scott D. Mdone, 439 AMXS

Senior NCO:

MSgt. Andrew J Martindell, 439AMXS

Civilian:

Robert R. Durand, 439 SFS

Civilian Supervisor:

No submissons

Company Grade Officer:

Capt. Shawn V. Howard, 439 ASTS

Wing picnic set for
Saturday of Sept. UTA

The annua 439th AW Family Picnic
will be held on Sept. 6, during the A UTA.

Family Day will tekeplaceacrossfrom
theballfield on Patriot Avenueandwill begin
a noon and wrap up a 5 p.m. Scheduled
activities include hay rides, face painting,
horseshoes, valleybal, raffles, and much
more.

For more information, call CM Sgt.
William R. Currier at Ext. 3521 or CM gt.
John J. Tevares at Ext. 2592.

Patriot Wing reservists to
visit veterans at Home

Members of the 439th AW will visit
the Soldiers Home a 10 am. in Holyoke
duringthe October A UTA. Theannual visit
will take place on Oct. 4. Uniform for the
vidtisdress blues.

The group will meet in the parking lot
of the fitness center a 9:15 am. to depart
from the base.

Resrvigsinterestedinmaking thetrip
can e-mail TSgt. Patrick M. Conway at
patrick.conway @westover.af.mil or call
SSgt. Andrew S. Biscoe a Ext. 2020.

Cover photo

RETURN HUGS - Samantha Brault leaps into
the arms of her father, SMSgt. Glenn Brault
ofthe Wing Finance Office, at the Passenger
Terminal upon his return from the Iraqi
Freedom AOR on July 5.

— photo by SSgt. Andrew Biscoe




Col. Farris will succeed Brig. Gen Mazick who’s moving to AFRC

by M Sgt. Tom Allocco

Col. Wallace (Wade) W. Farris, Jr.,
scheduled to become the Patriot Wing's 111"
commander, will accept the439" Airlift Wing
flag of command from Brig. Gen. Martin M.
Mazick in aceremony on Saturday, Aug. 9 of
the August “A” UTA. Mazick has accepted a
position as director of operations at Air Force
Reserve Command Headquarters, Robins
AFB, Ga

Farris has served since 2000 as com-
mander of the 914" Airlift Wing, whichflys
eight C-130H Herculesout of NiagaraFalls
ARS, N.Y. Hewasrecently at Westover to
help wel come back to Ameéri can soil about
160 Frontiersmen of the 914" AW who
returned fromthelragi Freedom AOR aboard
six of thewing'sHercules.

Farrisisacommand pilot with morethan
8,200 hoursintheC-130, C-141, T-38and T-
37. During Desert
Shidld/Desert Storm,
he was activated
from September,
1990to June, 1991,
flyingmissionsin
theAOR. &

Thenew Patriot B |
Wing commander
wasbornin
Tuscaloosa, Ala.
and graduated from
the University of
Alabama, wherehe
earned hiscommis-
sionthroughtheAir Force ROTCin 1974.

While on active duty he had a variety of
gnments as an instructor pilot and flight
examiner at CraigAFB, Ala. and Mather AFB,
Cdl. Heflew the C-141 Starlifter at McChord
AFB, Wash. and served as a Squadron
Orficer Schooal ingtructor at Maxwell AFB,
Ala

Farris

Farrishas served in the Air Force
Reservesince 1986, when hejoined the 446"
Military Airlift Wing at McChord AFB. He
served as scheduler, training officer, assistant
chief pilot and chief of wing standardization.
In 1993 hejoined the 934" AW, Minneapalis,
Minn. asaC-130 pilot. He served as squad-

photo by MSgt. W.C. Pope
NEXT WING COMMANDER -- Col. Wade Farris (center), scheduled to be the next Patriot Wing
commander, shares an anecdote with Brig. Gen. Martin M. Mazick, wing commander, during
a recent picnic to welcome 914" AW members who first landed on American soil here upon
returning from the Iraqi Freedom AOR.

ron operations officer and deputy operations
group commander.

Beforeassuming command at Niagara
Falls, Farris also served as operations group
commander for the403¢ AW, Keeder AFB,
Miss. and chief of programsat AFRC
Headquarters, RobinsAFB.

Among hisawards are the Meritorious
ServiceMedal withthree Oak Leaf Clusters
and theKuwait Liberation Medal.

Mazick will depart Westover having led
the 439" AW through the activations,
deployments and high tempo of activities of
Operations Enduring Freedom and Iragi
Freedom. Under thewing commander’s
leadership, the Patriot Wing earned the
outstanding Unit Award for exceptional
performancein 1999-2001.

Mazick took command of the Patriot
WinginMarch, 1999 after serving as
commander of the 507" Air Refudli ngWing,

All bases under scrutiny for BRAC

The Department of Defense has been au-
thorized to pursue one round of Base Redign-
ment and Closure (BRAC) in 2005.

In a memo issued Nov. 15, 2002, the
Secretary of Defense initiated the complex
anadyssand decison processthat will involve
virtudly dl levelsof DOD management, from
ingtalationto maor command and component

/heedquarters to OSD.

All bases will be conddered and trested
equaly. All bases can expect to respond to a
comprehensve series of datacdls.

Ultimatdly, the SECDEF sredignmentand
closure recommendations will be reviewed

Becauseof thepotentia impact upon DOD
components and local communities, BRAC is
asubject of intenseinterest to al stakeholders.

Therefore, DOD personnel may not par-
ticipate, in their officid capadities, in activities
of any organization that has asits purpose, &-
ther directly or indirectly, insulaing basesfrom
reglignment or closure.

Invitetionsto participatein such organiza-
tions should be discussed with the gppropriate
gShi%?oounselor (Lt. Cal. Terry Negron & Ext.

13).

For further information about BRAC 2005

please contact the Public Affairs office a Ext.

publidly by an independent commission, the 3500

Presdent and Congress.

Tinker AFB, Okla

Under hiscommand, sincethe 9/11
Attack on America, the 2,500 membersof the
wing have served in support of Enduring
Freedom and Iragi Freedom, including
deployments to Irag, Afghanistan and
Europe.

Beginningin February, Mazick led the
Patriot Wingin air bridge operationsin which
morethan 2,700 aircraft and 30 million
pounds of car ego moved through Westover.
Mazick pinned on hlsbngadler general’s
stars herelast December.

Supervisors required to
sign travel vouchers

Suparvisorsarerequiredtosigndl travel
vouchers as part of the mandatory split dis-
bursement for military personnel, according
to Westover financial officer Daniel
McCarthy.

Split disbursement requiresthe traveler
toseparately identify travel card chargesona
travel voucher and directly disburse those
amountsto Bank of America, McCarthy said.
Supervisors must review and Sgn the travel
voucher before the employee submits it for
paymert.

Supervisors must dso date al travel
settlement vouchersfor military and civilian
personnd. The voucher is submitted to the
financeofficefor settlement after itisreviewed
and Sgned by the claimant and supervisor.

Voluntary use of split disbursement is
highly encouraged for civilian employess,
McCarthy sad.

For moreinformation, call Ext. 3460.




Security police had boots in dirt on road to Baghdad

by M Sgt. TomAllocco

Onenightinahaleinthegroundisal you
need to know that thered face of war isdill
about bootsin the dirt.

Thirteen Westover security specidists who
dug fighting positionsin the desart, laid in them
through night after night in body armor with M-
16sand 203 grenade [aunchers, sguad autometic
wegpons and grenades at hand, who watched a
barren landscapefor enemy movement and
listened to firetfightslearned early that theroad to
Baghdad was arough one.

The security specidigts, led by TSgt. Shane
E. Stabile, recently returned homefromlraq, Iraqi
Freedom wasfor them long nights, sandstorms,
short rations, unexploded ordinance dl over the
ground, eyesred from fatigue and uncertainty. It
wasthetengon of setting up afirebaseinthe
desert with the enemy close enough thet a night
?/ou could hear them hit Army checkpointsand

isten to the Stuation report on theradio. It was
close enough to the front that they hdped move
injured ontheairgirip.

ThePatriot Wing team experienced a
combet Stuetion uniquefor Air Force security

specidistssincethe Vietnam War. They were
fully loaded with combet gear andduginat a
bare base in hodtile territory. The security
pecidigsrodethefirst C-130into Bushmaster
LZ, adirt airdrip that had just been passed by
the 3rd Infantry Division onitslong push north
through Irag.

Bushmaster LZ wasnothingmorethana
temporary dirtairstrip near Karbaa, sceneof
hard fighting by the“ Rock of the Marne” Third
Division. Thefighting had moved north toward
Baghdad when Westover and Dover security
specidigtsarived onthefirst Hercules. Until
Baghdad fell theairfield served asasupply
point for the front and awaypoint for t
returning.

Stepping off the plane they set up their M-
60sin fighting postionsastheinner ring of
defense. Further out were Army checkpoints
whichwerehitby Iragis.

The soldierswere veterans of the battle to
takeKarbala, afight sotoughit left widespread
destruction. “They talked about that place That
had abig impact on them, the hardest impact,”
Stebilesad.

For five days the security specidists

security policelived in fighting positions.

photo by TSgt. Shane Stabile
TOUGH DUTY - SrA. Aaron M. Lombardino takes stock of the empty desert base where

“The Iraqi soldiers just left
their fighting positions. There
was so much, EOD couldn’t
getitall. We were constantly
picking up AK-47s. Piles 10
feet high were spilling over.”

- TSgt. Shane E. Stabile,
439th SFS

modtly lived in holes. With two up, two down at
night, afew hoursdegp wasal they got.The
desert would bein the 100s during the day and
at night they’ d wrap themsalvesin deegping
bagsto get warm.

\When not on the perimeter, the security
specidigshelped ontheflight ling, carrying
injured and supplies. Supplies including MREs
and water, were dways and hadtobe
carefully conserved.

The only contact they had with Iragis was
shooing away nomads with goa herds. The
Iragiswerefriendly, knowing enough Englishto
offer “down with Saddam” and seeking to barter
cigarettesor dinars, the nationa currency. “It
definitely madeyou gppreciatetheAmerican
way of life. Kidswererunning around with bare
feetinthemiddle of thedesert,” Stabilesaid.

Oneday they weretold to pack up,
Baghdad had been liberated and Saddam
Internationa Airport was open. Theword came
one day too late to avoid afour-day sandstorm
that knocked down tents and kept themin
deegping bags, poncho liners and goggles. By
the time they re-deployed to a built-up base near
Irag, one member needed antibioticsto counter
the sand in hislungs.

Soon &fter leaving Irag, theteam was hand
picked, based on performance and experience at
Bushmagter LZ, tofly to provide security &t the
renamed Baghdad Internationa Airport.

After two days of cleaning and repacking
gear, they wereonaC-130.

When they came off the planein Baghdad
thereweredlill firefights. They Sayedina
building nicknamed the* crack house” for its
filthy condition. At night from theroof they
could hear firefights. They saw thered tracers of
the3rd | D crisscrosswith the green tracers of
thelragis. Onetimetheairfiddwasmortared.

“Thewild, wildwes,” ishow Stebile
describesthose early weeks after the liberation.
“Probably for thefirst two weekstherewere
continuousfirefights....it waslawless” hesad.

“The runwayswere the only things
i’ﬁudly deareﬁlé;l' h«_ﬂi_rﬁgrvere RP(éa(and weapons
aying everywhere. Therewererocket
Iaur:gwersThelraqi soldiersjust left their
fighting positions Therewas so much, EOD
couldn’t get it al. Wewere congtantly picking
UpAK-47s. Files10feet highwerespillingover,”
Sabilesad.

Their job wasto guard the Sde of the
arport alocated to civilian and humanitarian

e DESERT on page5




CE reserwsts bqu homes for New Mexico Navajo families

FUTURE
HOME

- SSgt.
Roberto
Felix, 439"
CES power
production
journeyman,
works
inside one
of the
houses.

ArtideSM Sgt. Sandi Michon
Photosby TSgt. Peter Morgengtern, 43%th CES

“Housawork isnever done’ was an adage proved falsewhen 45
Westover civil engineersfinished work on five houses during annua tour
traininginNew MexicoinMay and June.

Inthree groups, spanning May 17 to June 28, Westover resarvigts
congtructed the24' x 32" two-bedroom homesinsgdealargewarehousein
Gdlup, N.M. Thehomeswerethen trucked to the nearby Navgo
]Ba?rvati on to provide much-needed housing for pre-sdected Navgjo

amilies

“It'sAmericans doing something for Americans—very gratifying,”

said CM Sgt. Randy J. Malek, 439" CES operationsm Superin-
tendent. Malek sad the annual tours provided great overdl training,
especidly crosstraining between specidties.

The houseswere built on platforms, and once built, were unbolted
into two halves and trucked to the Ste. According to Malek, the houses
werelike prefab-type homes but with conventiona congtruction. Plans
called for unique, connective roofing shinglesfor longer lifein the strong
winds. " Electricians hel ped with roofing, plumbersdid carpentry and
everyonedid sheetrocking and sding,” he said, emphasizing that
younger troops saw redl craftsmanship whileworking with reservisswith
20-30years experience.

SA. JohnJ. McGrath, a439" CE structurd journeymanonhisfirst
annual tour, poured foundations for the Stes on the reservation. “It wasa
greet experience. It made mefed goodto help out,” said the Boston
carpenter who has served at Westover for ayear and ahdf. STA. Aaron
M. Sifuentes, power production pprentice, helped set theformsfor the
foundation. His contributions were highlighted o%;a ngt the backdrop of
poverty onthe Navgo Resarvation. “Oh, my God. | don’t know how
peoplecanlivelikethat,” hesad, re‘ernngtothewooden shackswith
plywood doors and old tires holding the roof down.

The unemployment rate for those on the reservation that spans more

than half million acreshoversat 52 percent.

Reservigslent their skillsin cooperation with the Southwestern
I ndian Foundation —an organization providing housing since 1997.
M Sgt. Anthony J. Delduco, amilitary and civilian plumber, said hewas
privileged to work with the Navgjos. “ To meet the eand sethe
magnitude of their needs helped put dl the hard work into perspective,”
he said. Delduco was most impressed by the centuries-old culture of the
Navgo Indians.

Beforethetrip, hejoked
that hisimpressonswere
largely formed by Western
movies. After thetrip, he had
a deeper understanding and
akeen appreciation for the
NativeAmerican culture.

Whiledigginga
foundation Stefor one of
the new houses, Delduco
discovered ahumanleg
bone. Despite prior
archeologica clearance, the
work wasddayed for two
daysand ultimately, thesite
was moved about 15 feet to
alow theinvestigation to
continue. Thefamily waiting
for thehomewasasingle
mother with threekidsand
Delduco wasworried the
discovery might nix plansfor
her house. “These poor kids
need aroof over ther
heads,” said Delduco, who
haskids closein ageto the
Navgochildrenwaitingfor
the home.

A highlight of theannua tour was meeting two of thefour remaining
original Code Talkerswho served asradiomenin the Pecific during World
War II. TheCode Takersused their complex Navgjotonguetofol

code breskers. “| loved hearing their gories—it'sliving history,”
sad SSgt. John R. Watkins.

Inther downtime, after long, hot work days, reservissenjoyed the
naturad beauty of the region and even attended a high school rodeo.

AccordingtoMSgt. Richard E. Ferranti, crew |leader and 439" CE
Sructural supervisor, no one ever complai ined during thetour. “ Some
wanted to stay Ionger and have dready volunteered to go back,” he said.

Coal. DanaS. Marsh, 439" Mission Support Group commeandey,
vigited during the tour and assisted with various building tasks.

“For theengineers, | think thisannua tour was on par with their
Honduras humanitarian trip severd yearsago,” Marsh said. “When you
help those who are unable to help themsdvesit gives you a profound
senseof accomplishment. After spending timewith oneNavgjofamily, it
wasvery ent thet theAir Forceand thisspecia project medealife-
changing differenceto them.”

WALL WORK - TSgt. Michael J. Carey,
utility systems craftsman, was one of
45 Westover civil engineers who built
the homes in New Mexico.

DESERT... continued from page4

arcraft. They teamed up with the Army, but to
alarge extent the Westover security police
were an autonomous unit. Highlightsincluded
working with Australian security forcesand
patrolling in aMercedeswhich had been
giventhem by soldiers. Severa timesthey
gpprehended Iragiswho had most likely
intruded to loot.

Aséat Bushmaster, MREswerein short

for tobacco. It wasared treat when anarcrew
broughtin somefrozen chickenfrom Germany.

People lost weight because they got tired of
edingMREs

Gradually, conditionsimproved. Shooting
tapered off, dthough therewere il pinpoint
attackstaking place when they |eft. The quality
of lifeimproved with tentsand hot meds.

Thesecurity specidistsvisited with the 11-
member 43%thAirlift Control Hight andtwointel
specidigts at the airport. They even got enough
timeoff to tour one of Saddam’spalaces,

supply. The3rd ID soldlerswereeager totrade furnishedinmarble, completewithmoat. A

washing machine pulled from abombed out
building added to the quality of life They set up

their owneectricity. Lifewasadmost
becoming comfortable, withanair condi-
tioner and refrigerator, when they got their
ordershome.

Thoseontheteamwere: TSgt. Edward
Plant, SSgt. Brian Shameklis, SSgt. Russll
Hedges, SSgt. PabloeRodriguez, SSgt.
RonnieBriere, SSgt. Brian Coutre, SSgt.
Josephlidey, STA. Michad Dupel, SrA.
AaronLombardino, S'A. Christopher
Beaulieu, SA. EricMajaulltandA1C
BenjaminKovacevic.
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photo by MSgt. Tom Allocco

REUNION- An Army Reservist from the 414th Civil Affairs Battalion,

Utica, NY, hugs his wife.
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poto by MSgt. C.Pope

DADDY’S BACK -- Capt. Shawn Swarz from
the 439th SFS holds his son on his return
from a six month tour of duty for Iraqi
Freedom

FATHER AND DAUGHTER- Areturning Frontiersman of the 439th AW, Niag:
Westover passenger terminal.



A welcome
fit for heroes

After counting the days, sometimes up
to six months, emotions ran high when
returning airmen, soldiers, saillors and
Marinesfirst stepped on American soil after
the rigor and uncertainty of service in the
Iragi Freedom AOR. The last few yards of
the long journey home were by bus from the
flightline to the Westover Passenger Termi-
nal. When the bus doors opened and the
troops stepped out, the scenes were memo-
rable.

Hugs, smiles, tears, shouts of joy were a
welcome release from dl the tension of
families separated by the call to duty.

To help celebrate the homecoming, USO
and other volunteersliteraly laid out ared
carpet to signa community support for the
troops. “Proud to be an American,” was the
theme of the music that floated over the
scene. The Passenger Termina was aways
well stocked with donations from individuals
and community groups which said “thanks’
with everything from toiletries to videos.

Findly, no one left Westover without
being invited to enjoy hamburgers, hotdogs
and other picnic fare grilled up for them
outside the Passenger Terminal.

photby MSgt. Tom Allocco
WELCOME HOME -- Family and
freinds gather to welcome home
deployed Patriots.

s &

= photo.t.).y MSgt. W.C. Pope photo by SSgt. Andrew Biscoe
ra Falls, N.Y. is greeted by his daughter in the SO GOOD TO BE HOME -- Maj. Cristopher Kreig of the 439th Airlift Control Flight hugs

his family.



‘Local’ tests pilots’ skill, precision wit

Artideand photos
by SSgt. Andrew Biscoe

Theweekly training missonsthat send the
signature howl and roar of theAir Force's
largest aircraft into the skies over western
Massachusetts are planned each week to keep
aircrewswiththe 337" Airlift Squadron profi-
cen.

That meansthat the men and women of the

sguadron not only practice repested touch-and-
goes, they must tekepartinan air refuding
mission. That'swhen they haveto nestleahaf
amillion poundsof C-5undernesthakK C-135
tanker.

On arecent rainy Thursday evening, an
arcrew withawedth of C-5 experiencetook to
the skiesfor the“locd” asitisknown by
anyonefamiliar with flight operationsat
Westover. Mg. Vito E. Addabbo flew intheright
sedt. Hisjob asingructor pilot wasto monitor
theaircraft commander’shandling of theaircraft.
Aircraft commander for thefligntwasMg.
William J. Rolocut, who hasflown C-5sthrough
the 16 yearsthe Gaaxies have been assgned to
Westover.

Another pair of experienced eyeswere
thoseof Lt. Cal. Kenneth J. Riley, whoflewin
thejump seat aseva uator pilot. “Bill'sgetting a
checkride” Riley sad, “andI’'madminigtering
it.” Riley hasflown C-5sfor 19years That kind
of experienceliteraly put himfront and center
with the entire operation of the night'smission.
Riley sat in the seet in between the pilots.

“I know everything that’s going on,
however something new hgppensadl of the
time” hesad. “Wehad anarplanedivertinto
Cypress(recently) withagear problem. I've
never seen thet before”

Riley said hisfavorite aspect of flying C-5s
was probably the space the Galaxy takesupin
theair. “Maybetheszeand comfort ... its
dability - probably the best,” he said. Filotswho
fly the C-5 must haveaminimum of atakeoff,
landing and gpproach every month. Minimum
requirementscall for anair refuding every
monthaswell, Riley said.

The Junemission began et about 7:30 p.m.
“Rodd 99 heavy” wasthe cal sign used.

DIAL CHECK - Maj. Vito E. Addabbo, instructor pilot with the 337" Airlift Squadron, runs through a

final checklist while adjusting dials and controls in the cockpit.

“Heavy” isused to dert other pilotsthat the
biggest aircraftinAmericanow rulesthe skies.

After Rodd 99 wascleared for takeoff,
Rolocut and Addabbo circled the areaand took
the hugeairlifter back home. They returned to
fly apractice goproach to Runway 23 at
Westover.

“MINIMUM. MINIMUM,” ahumanvoice
boomedin fromthe cockpit. Thevoiceis
activated dectronically asthe C-5fliescloser to
the ground.

Thehuge Generd Electric turbofan engines
roared as the aircraft pproached Westover.
Then, whenitlooked liketheaircraft might land,
the pilots banked the Galaxy to the left. Houses
inGranby and L udlow wereeasly visiblebe ow.

“Keepyour eyesout and cal my turn,”
Rolocut told Addabbo. Nothing happensin the
cockpit without thorough checkligts. Thereis
congtant conversation over the pilots’ intercom
system. Thepilots set up for alow gpproach to
Runway 33, the shorter runway.

Theforce of the engines— each rated a
41,000 pounds of thrust — pushed
the pilots back in their seets.
Rolocut took the C-5intoaclimb.
Themisson wasnow on itsway
tomeet upwith*Pack 11,” thecal
signfor thePeaseAir Guard KC-
135. They werescheduled to
rendezvousover New Hampshire
at about 24,000 fest.

TheC-5gaineddtitudewhile
clouds and fog briefly obscured a
view of thewinding Connecticut
River thousands of feet below. The
Galaxy rose @bovethe cloudsand
surged above 13,000feet. The

the sde of the cockpit.

Crew membersranthroughther pre-air
refueling checklist. They began looking for the
tanker on the horizon. Soonthetwo aircraft were
10milesgpat and dosing. Injust amétter of a
minuteor two, theK C-135'sarframewaspardld
with the C-5. Rolocut and Addabbo nudged the
Gdaxy doser. Theboom operator on thetanker
began extending theK C-135'ssgnaturefud
nozze

Airmanship got itstest as Rolocut and
Addabbo easad the Gaaxy undernesth the
enginesof theK C-135. Between 9 and 12 feet
separated the two huge aircraft.

“Latched,” the boom operator caled out.
Thehook-upwas confirmed by afirmthump
which rumbled the cockpit. A long tubewith JP-
9fud flowing through it held thetwo aircraft
together over New England. Addabbo coached
Rolocut. Riley said thiswasapractice offload of
fudl. “For practice you just get atoken
(offload),” he said. “Less than athousand
pounds.”

The pilots watched intently aheed. They
maneuvered thethrottleswhilemaintaining
stability with agentlewake and bumpintheair
fromtheKC-135infront.“Very nice,Rolo,” a
crew member said to Rolocut ontheintercom; a
compliment meant initsentirety. All things
conddered it wasremarkabl e, though routine,
with what thistraining misson involved
thousands of feet above the clouds. “ There are
three-quartersof amillion poundsof arcraft
moving aong here” Addabbo said.

Mg. Thomas R. Maurer wasthefourth
pilot on board for the mission. The pilotsrotated
through the left seet for acrack at thefew
minutes connected to the 290,000-pound

clouds and rain disgppeared
below, and the sun shone through

Stratotanker, just 20 feet away inthesky. Each
s TANKER on page 7

ALMOST CONNECTED - The C-5 eases up to the awaiting
KC-135R Stratotanker, flown by the New Hampshire Air
National Guard at Pease ANGB, N.H.



Patriot Wing EOD boss heads wartime push at Langley

by SSgt. Andrew Biscoe

A Westover junior officer spent athree-
month TDY managing amajor command's
Explosive Ordinance Disposd (EOD)

AFB, Va, on Feb. 6. Rosg's experience dso

helped assart hiscredibility with peoplein his

chain of command. “It helpedthefolksl

g;‘d“’ﬂéh day-to-day look beyond the ‘ butter
" g

teams deployed to the U.S. Centra Com+-
mand area of operations and worked at
seized arfiddsfor Operation Iragi Freedom.
Back at ACC headquarters, Rose said the
work environment at Langley blended dl of

program that was quickly put to
the test for Operation Irag
Freedom.

AFRC andAir Combat
Command officids chose 1<t Lt.
Jason E. Rosg, aresarvist and

WiththeAmerican buildup
in Irag gearing up in February,
Roseimmediately went to work
on one of the most important
programsin the buildup to the
1 wa in lrag.

the dements of the totd force. “Thelines
were very blurred; there was no digtinction
between active duty, Guard or Reserve” he
sad. “In fact, there were a few days when
only Guard and Reserve augmentees staffed
the office and | was the senior guy calling the

flight commander of the “Theteam | joined was shots Theicing on the cake was the fact that
Westover EOD unit, to be part of respongible for managing the it made no difference thet | was the resarve
ACC'sEOD program. largest EOD programintheAir  troop to the ective-duty folksin the field who
“Two of thar most experi- Force” Rose said. The program  contacted the staff looking for guidance.”
enced senior noncommissioned involved more than 300 people Rosg's TDY assgnment proved to be
officers were scheduled to Rose across 15 military inddllations-  one of themost valugblein this 29-year-old's
deploy in support of Operation goproximately one-thirdof al Air - military career.
Iragi Freedom e the beginning of February,”  Force EOD asts. “This was by far one of the most

Rosesad. “ Around mid to late January, ACC
asked AFRC to find a senior noncommis-
sioned officer tofill the void. Tom Piper, the
AFRC Command EOD Manager, had ashort
ligt of folks he considered right for the job

“We coordinated the Sngle largest
wartime deployment of Air Force EOD
resources Snce Operation Desert Storm.
Throughout the buildup to and execution of
Operation Iragi Freedom, the ACC daff

chdlenging yet most rewarding (assgn-
ments) of my career. Mg. (Bert) Brazaand
others condstently reminded me thet |
experienced more in three months than some
staff members experience in three years”

and my nanewason it.” served as a reachback capability for the Rosesad. “Being ableto keep up with the

Piper has been AFRC EOD program forward-deployed CENTAF gaff.” active guyswas vaidation for methat al the
manager for three years. “ Jasonisan Rose's most important job was directly  time spent training aswell asthe investment
excdlent example of thereserve,” he said. supporting the Chief of of the Air meade in me by my superiors (both officers
“He'sacitizen soldier. Hismindand soul are Force, Gen. John P Jumper. and NCOs) over the years was well worth-
100 percent EOD.” “We worked on making Generd while”

Even though Rose was not the senior
NCO that command officids might have hed
in mind, he had plenty of enlisted experience

Jumper’s vison for an arborne engineer
cgpability aredlity,” Rosesad. “We crested
two lightweight, airborne engineer teams six

Rose returned to Westover on May 14
and was released from 20 months of active

to back up his credihility. months ahead of schedule and in time for “Be asecond lieutenant at amgjor
“The combingtion of nineyears prior successful employment in Irag.” command lquarters took some getting

enlisted experience as an EOD technician and TheAir Force's renowned RED usad to, not only for me but for the folks

Bgnapatmn iNAFRC-levd initiativeswere HORSE civil engineering teamstook this over mein the chain-of-command,” he said.
h key to my success a headquarters,” concept that Rose had helped put together, to  “Once | proved my worth it became a non-

Rosesad. Hearrived for duty a Langley

TANKER... continued frompage 7

Iraqinthe spring. Thearborne RED HORSE  issue”

time someone elsemoved into the left seet, Addabbo confirmed the C-5
awayswasin contral of the crew. “Co-pilot'sarplane,” he announced
ontheintercom.

Riley pointed tothebelly of the K C-135. It induded along yellow
stripeand flight director lightsto aid pilotsof receiver aircraft whenanair
refuding. “ You cantdl whenthegreenlightsareon,” Riley said. “ See
that green light up on thetail that says latched? That's how you can tell
we' rein contact.”

Turbulence playsabig rolein deciding whether air refueling can
happen, Riley said. “We re not alowed to do thisin moderate turbu-
lence, andit'sdifficultinlight turbulence.”

TheKC-135 geadily led the way, itsboom extended asthetwo big
planeswent into aturnin formation.

“You guysare good,” Addabbo told the Pease tanker crew.
“Thanksfor al of thework tonight.”

It wastimefor apractice bresk awvay, when thetwo planescarefully
separated.

Hight engineersM Sgt. Bruce W. Szepel ak and TSgt. Christopher J.
McCurdy kept their eyes on making surethe C-5was going whereit was
supposed to

With theair refudli ng completed, the Gal axy descended through the
clouds back to Westover. Rolocut ran through checklists and eased the
throttles of theaircraft. The runway soon gppeared inthedark likea
hugelit up rectangle.

The C-5 pilotsfound company when they returned to the traffic
pattern.Two KC-10sflying practice gpproaches gave the bigger arcraft
room, however. Rodd 99 wasbehind one of the Extenderswhichflew a
touch and go. The other KC-10 gpproached Westover’sflight path afew
milesbehindtheC-5.

Rolocut eased the Galaxy smoathly down onto the wet runway. The
power of thethrust reversers shook the arcraft. Oncetheaircraft reached
itsparking spot, maintainersquickly swarmed toinspect it.

“It wasbeautiful out there” Rolocut said, after taxiing the C-5toits
parking spot. “We had great tanker guys.” Rolocut said that since the C-5
issolargeit createsapowerful force of air, called abow wave, thet often
can dfect theflight of the KC-135. “We push smdler airplanesaround the
skies. You hotice we crept up to him ... the tanker guyswere as smooth as
they get,” hesaid. Rolocut hasflown C-5ssnce 1987.

Hisfavoritepart of flyingthe C-5isitslongrange. “1 liketotravel
around theworld,” he said. Rolocut |ooks forward to when the C-5s get
their scheduled engine and avionicsmodifications. “ Thenit' |l beredly
interesting tofly,” hesaid. “We Il havealot more thrust and morefuel
efficiency. | hopeit happensheforel retire. | think four next year are
getting done. That'sthe art of the process. I'll be around awhile.”

Theaircrew conduded their missonwith adebriefingin“ The
Cage” wherethey can relax and talk about what went right and wrong.
That rapport and discussion hel psthe next time around, when the crew
can makeaprecision flying misson even better.



Eagles soar past Chiefs with big eight-run inning, 20-14

by Maj.Patrick Ryan

Just as mgjor league baseball hasits* Sum-
mer Classic” All-Star game, Westover hasits
“Summer Rivalry” game between the chief
master sergeants and the colonels.

On Saturday of the July “A” UTA, therivalry
continued with the 2 Annual Chiefs versus
Eagles softball game. The Chiefswere out to
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= pr;oto by MSgt. W.C.Pope
avenge last years' loss and prove that they
are the athletic strength of Westover.
However, the Eagleswon, 20to 14.
Thefirst inning was marked by superior
defense as neither team could eke out any

“BASE”
OPERA-
TIONS --
CMSgt.
Tammy
Vezina
runs the
bases
after
hitting a
home run.

runs. MarineLt. Col. Michael Maciel and
CMSgt. Alan Rogers, starting pitchersfor
their squads, each set down the opposing
battersin order inthefirst frame. However, a
pitchers' duel was not in the offing.

The Chiefs' offense exploded in the second
inning, asthey jumped out to six runs, paced
by amethodical attack of singlesby CM Sgt.
Frank Puopolo, Commmand CM Sgt. Jeffrey
Sherwin and CM Sgt. Randy Malek. Thebig
hit single by the command chief master
sergeant drove in two runs and allowed a
thirdviaanerror.

The Eagles cameright back, halving thelead
to three with abases clearing wall ball double
by Lt. Cal. Paul Babin. The Eagles defense
then came alive and suddenly the Chiefs
offense went cold.

Superb infield defense by Babin and Lt. Col.
Karl McGregor helped keep runs off the
board, twicestifling ralies, with Chiefsonly
60 feet away on third base.

Offensively, the Eagles continued a consis-
tent attack, scoring three morein the 3 frame
to tiethe ball game, then surging ahead with
two biginningsinarow.

The 4™inning saw the Eagles put up a 6-spot
on the board, with two-run doubles by Lt.
Col. Sandy Whittier and Lt. Col. David
Maloy. Lt. Col. Michadl Vinskey and Lt. Col.
TalivaldisMaidelisscored singles.

The Chiefs clawed and scratched out single
runsin the 4th, 5" and 6" innings, with the 5"
mired in controversy. CM Sgt. Tammy Vezina

stepped to the plate to lead off the inning
and promptly smacked an inside the park
round tripper, only to be called out amidst the
jubilation onthe Chiefs' bench. The problem
was an unfortunate miscommunicationin
which she had batted out of order. After a
quick conference, umpire Joel Bogner had no
choice but to declare Vezina out.
What had possibly been araly kickstart
instead deflated the Chiefs and they were
only able to score asingle runin both the 5"
and 6" frames. The opposite was true of the
Eaﬂes as they busted out a whopping 8 runs
in the bottom half of the 5™
Five straight singlesby Mal oy, Vinskey, Lt.
Col. Forrest Price, McGregor and Whittier
were recorded before thefirst out.
The Chiefs buckled down, showing superior
defensein the 6" to stifle the red-hot Eagles
offense. They came out of the top of the 7"
toaboisterous“raly, rally, raly” chant from
their large contingent of fans. Getting on
basewere CM Sgt. Ziggy Skawski, CM Sgt.
Ron Ploof, CM Sgt. Randy Malek, CM Sgit.
Chris Menard and Archie Archambeau before
thefirst out. A sacrificefly by CM Sgt. Bruce
Westcott added another run, but the Eagles
buckled down and dodged a potential game
winning rally by two unassisted put-outs by
third baseman Babin to end the game.
The Chiefs-Eagles game ended in the spirit of
EnAl\(rnold Schwarzenegger vow: “They’ [l be
ack!”

Scholarship winner’s ‘pay-back’ to Chiefs will help others

by TSgt. Andrew Reitano

Do onto others as you would have them do unto you — that

Among their contributions to encourage success is the presentation
of certificates and coins of honor to enlisted members upon

promotion.

old adage proved true for the Westover Chiefs Council when they

received a$1,000 donation from Capt. John Francolini, ahigh speed
systemstest engineer at Wright-Patterson AFB, Ohio.

Francolini made the contribution to the Chiefs Council in
gratitude for the scholarships the Council had awarded him while he
was studying for his bachel ors degree in Aerospace Engineering at

Embry-RiddleAeronautica University, Fla

Prior to being commissioned asecond lieutenant in 1998,
Francolini was a staff sergeant assigned to the 439" Aiircraft

Generation Squadron. While serving the Patriot Wing and attending
Embry-Riddle, Francolini applied for and successfully received three
scholarshipsfrom the Chiefs Council. Hereceived financia aidinthe
amountsof $300, $350, and $350 over aperiod of four years.

“It was agreat honor for me to have received these scholar-
ships because the money was a considerable help in buying books
and with living expenses,” Francolini said. “Making thisdonationis
away for meto say ‘thank you' to the Chiefs Council, and alowing
themto further help other enlisted airmen and their families.”

Francolini’s donation is one of the single largest the Chiefs
Council hasever received. “Everyone on the Chiefs Council was
honored that he returned to give back and help the enlisted force,”
said CM Sgt. John Budenas, 439" Aircraft Maintenance Squadron
first sergeant, and Westover Chiefs Council member.

“Intheold days, wewould call someonelikehim ‘really good
Eeopl €. Heredlizeswhere hisroots are and that the Air Force helped

im make himself what heis. Heachieved hisgoa and now | know
he’s going to go on to help many other people,” the first shirt said.

Thetop NCOsof the Chiefs Council are committed to helping to
foster military careers and better the enlisted force at Westover.

photo by SSgt. Andrew Bisce
GIVING BACK -- Capt. John Francolini (in civilian clothes), remi-
nisces with some of his former bosses near the Westover flight
line just before handing a $1,000 check to CMSgt. John Budenas,
439" AMXS first sergeant, for the Westover Chiefs Council.
Flanking Budenas and Francolini (from left) are CMSgt. Robert
Fetherston, 439" MXS; CCMSgt. Jeffrey Sherwin; CMSgt. John
Tavares, 439" MXS; and MSgt. Ronald J. Buonanducci, 439" AMXS.




Patriot People

Name: Daniel J. Mgjor

Rank: MSgt.

Age: 40

Address: Chicopee, Mass

Unit: 439th Security Forces Squadron

Position: Acting First Seargent

Civilian position: Chicopee Police

Favorite food: Prime Rib

Years of service: 22 years

Favoritesport: Baseball

Favorite hobby: Kyaking

Ideal vacation: Down in the Carribean his wife and kids
Best way to relax: On the patio with cold beverage

Favorite hero: Father

Favorite aircr aft:

Preferred entertainment: Movies/comedies

Favorite music: 80's Rock

Favorite movie: “Kelley’s Heroes”

F-4U Corsair

Pet peeve: People who are unwilling to help
What would | doif I won $1 million: Investinred edate

M Sgt. Daniel J. Major

photo by SrA. Michael Lanza

Patriot Praises

Enlisments:

TSgt. Lapinski, Timothy P
TSgt. Roceo, Michad R.
SSgt. Calling KennethL.
SSgt. Lange, Robert D.
SrA. Berube, Dondd R.
SrA. Eiermann, Robert C.
S'A. Kosa, Thomas J.

SYA. Lewis, Eric M.

SrA. Ohman, JamesR.
SrA. Raymond, ChrisJ.
SrA. Uva, KevinJ.

A1C Beckford, DaneR.
A1C Black, JohnW., J.
A1C Davis, Bradley C.
A1C McCarthy, Philip S.
A1C O Connor, Krisen M.
A1C Patrie, Jason M.
A1C Robets, Katherine G
A1C Soares, Tony J.

A1C Soto-Miranda, Amanda C.
Amn. Onile, BamideleE.
AB Thornton, Vincent L.

Retirements:

Lt. Col. Bremmer, Robert B.
Lt. Cal. Carey, JamesP.

Lt. Col. Oshana, AllenL.
CMSgt. Defazio, FrancesA.
SM Sgt. Goldberg, Michael L.
SMSgt. Hayward, Douglas M.
SMSgt. Hebert, Kenneth R.
SMSgt. McGee, Kirk A.

SMSgt. Pierrepont, David C., Jr.

SMSgt. Pirog, Mark J.
MSgt. Cloutier, Paul L., Jr.
MSgt. Conboy, Michad J.
MSgt. Craft, Carl E.

MSgt. Davis, Alan J.

MSgt. Dillon, William B.
MSgt. Forgione, Joseph P
MSgt. Leclair, John J.
MSgt. Ohearne, Michael W.

MSgt. Silcott, VanceS.
MSgt. Walker, Charles\W.
TSgt. Balboni, Susan M.
TSgt. Boynton, Richard D.
TSgt. Doyle, Doran P
TSgt. Gorman, James M.
TSgt. Jones, Keth L.
TSgt. Keliher, David B.
TSgt. Kenyon, Mark A.
TSgt. Ritchens, Eudlid B.
TSgt. Rodrigues, Anthony J.

Newly Assigned:

TSgt. Ledking Mark A.
SSgt. Bell, Lathia

SSgt. Lampert, ThomasA.
SSgt. Swarbrick, David J.

Reenlistments:

CMSgt. Puopolo, Frank M.
SMSgt. Méltzer, Steven J.
M Sgt. Benait, John H.
MSgt. Chevdlier, Rondd G, Jr.
MSgt. Gheen, Richard W.
MSgt. Rimolawebb, RosaM.
TSgt. Durand, Ronad W.
TSgt. Kociuba, Kevin M.
TSgt. Leblanc, David J.
TSgt. Levangie, Gregory S.
TSgt. MacNevins, Scott A.
TSgt. May, Michad J.
TSgt. Moskd, Richard A.
TSgt. Roceo, Michadl R.
TSgt. Thomas, Joni M.
SSgt. Callins Kenneth L.
SSgt. Greene, AndreH.
SSgt. Lange, Robert D.

SrA. Bddwin, SethK.

SrA. Ohman, JamesR.

S'A. Rivera, David

SrA. Rochon, Michedl J.
SA. Wash, Stacey Ann

Awards and Decorations

Meritorious Service Medal

MSgt. Paul L. Cloutier

MSgt. Richard L. Pease
MSgt. George A. Perreault, Jr.
CMSgt. Zigmund D. Skawski

MSgt. Richard R. Sweet
MSgt. Charles W. Walker
TSgt. James M. Gorman

Air Force Commendation Medal

CMSgt. Joseph R. Strouse
SMSgt. Donald R. Martel
MSgt. Earl E. Duncan, Jr.
MSgt. Steven Skowron
TSgt. Timothy B. Maguire

TSgt. Stephen A. Paris
TSgt. Robert E. Sinclair
TSgt. Ronald J. Sliwa, Jr.
TSgt. Robert R. Viel
TSgt. Christina M. Walas

Air Force Achievement Medal

TSgt. Justin E. Thurber
SSgt. Richard Garcia
SSqt. Albert R. Raymond
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Employer Day draws 37 bosses for tour, flight on C-5

photos by T
SSgt. Andrew Biscoe -

BOSSES'’ DAY - The 439th AW hosted 37 employers of reservists on June 26. The day-
long schedule included a tour and orientation flight aboard a C-5 and lunch at the
Westover Club. Clockwise, the employers watch the C-5 pre-flight operation as they
walk up the stairs to the Galaxy; Robin Yancey rides in the jump seat during the C-5flight
as Maj. David P. Smith keeps an eye on the controls; Mark Keenan and Deborah Jansen
talk with TSgt. Thomas H. Krol and MSgt. David E. Holding, 439th MXS. While most of the
employers primarily came to Westover from New England, one flew all the way from
Florida to show his support.

X August UTA schedule
www.afrc.af.mil/439aw A UTA Aug. 9-10

B UTA Aug. 23-24
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